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HEADQUARTERS Per Autherivy 
FAR EAST AIR FORCES« | %%) 45 Commanding General 
APO 925 2 ° Fras APO E25 


By ae 


3G/5.f¢1 MD 
; Dat initials 
30 March 195¢--—-—-— 


Major General C. P. Cabell 
Director of Intelligence 
Hq. United States Air Force 
Washington 255 D. C. 


Dear Pearre: 


The inclosed memorandum may be of interest to you as to 
our current thinking on the situation in Korea. As indicated 
in General Stratemeyer's indorsement, it was incorporated in 
a@ memorandum to the Commander-in-Chief, which went forward 
over his signature last evening. 


I have been getting quite a few messages from your work- 
ing people but hadn't heard from you for some time until your 
message to General Stratemeyer came in yesterday afternoon 
concerning target material in China, I am now trying to un- 
tangle myself from the several yards of teletype paper which 
it covered! Hope that we can take advantage of the opportunity 
to increase our knowledge of this area. Will keep you advised. 


Sincerely, 


CHARLES Y, BANFILL 





Incl: Brigadier General, USAF 
Memo for CG FEAF Deputy for Intelligence 
dtd 27 Mar 51 
Wa 3%. 
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Treaceteey: avedloble: gouree end with oreny sesies of evedt- 
btltty, reports of a steady build-up of personnel and material re~ 
sources for Conmnist forces, Sones = ivecell ae se ahareees: in aes 
end Menalntet, ere ‘turrents aad ‘es 


Be: Frou the: sae stasdpaint, PR Soe ena: ae tn activities cone 
iy to be primardly’. defensive in nature up to this seve. 


. Be the ‘current: ‘wobton ‘has ‘been: iw furthardtoe of the: Commander 

| Chief's concapt:of-e caipalge of nantuvers Bis latest out auth tien to 
the Mighth Aray:.to pass the. seth Paine af ieeonuery” ‘for’ ‘ite: “acteliney 
is-a. .centhnia Lon of this aonespts 


“he With the narrow frontage: Ainpowed o the-Korean: Ppeudimley’ the 
aven-of mareuver: necessarily resolves into frontal pressure: neat ie 
a tae steadily driving the enemy wnaglesiseriagr 
i Sgt fee A, a ey, ee a Pet Tie.& 

"Be “the veralatent efforts of ‘the ‘North pn to fetus anchie 
alrdrones,together. with the sporadic attacks agsinet ground objectives 
from time to time, suggests the pattern of probable hostile air employ~ 
ment. Every condition is favorableto the ‘employnent-of ‘alr agains’ ~ 
ground objectives except the aecurity of: air bakes -olése enough to the 
area of action to make these attacks profitable, In general, the ares . 
roach of Seoul: ‘ae Wilnerible to aly attack fron atvisegis Worth: of ‘the 

AV cs 


6. the total number of airoraft pelieved to be available te the 
CGF and HKe 4s 750, including 75 transports aimilar to the (+47. there 
has been speculation as to the possible omploynant of the MiGe15 aa a 
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Memo for coeeenaahe Generel, sli APO 925, 27 Mar 51, Subjects anemy . 
six bteadvonae . ; 


ground abtack fighter ty the Coumunists, There ere suspected to be approxi« 
mately 100 of them, with a maximus combat radive of 420 nautionl niles, 
prencmtly tn Morchuria; there are clad believed to be approximately 150 

oubexs of the Tue2 design, with a combat radius of between 400500 
nautieal wiles; enothor type, numbering about 175, ig the ILel0 attack 
bomber, with « comket redius of 170 noutioal miles. 


' ‘Te Barting the direct and open participation of the Soviet Far East 
air Forces in the Korcan campaign, it ia not believed that the sircraft 
referred to, flown by Ghinere or North Keresan pilots, could be successful 
in establishing air superiority for any prolonged period, Combined with a 
ground offensive, however, ae! oe eould conceivably achieve de«- 
clsive results if properly tined 


. & The almost casplete absence of eneay air to ground action has hed 
the result of encouraging a atate af mind where such attacks are regerded 
as iuprobable. Thig results in the establishment of many profitable 
targets which could be paints te our coat with very Little exertion on 
the part of the eneHye 


5. The dependence upon air aupply ty the. grow ‘forces: an Keren hee 
mailt up ancther situntion ef potential danger. Air supply, either by 
landing or drepy ia not a secure form of logistic support in arces where 
the possibility’ of eir intereaption exists, 





id, hile there may not be suffielent grounds at this tine for a 
determination thet the enemy will easume the countereoffensive, 1t seems 
reasonable that the enemy will not allow the current unfavorable trend of 
events to continue without a determined effort to change them in his favor. 


lL, Recommendationss 


&e That GHQ, FEC be advised of the increasing vulnerability of 
the Ground Forees to alr attack as they move northward. 


be Thet GHG, FEC be informed thet the current capability of the 
Gombat Cargo Command to provide eir logistic support for the Eighth Army 
in Korea may be sharply curteiled or suspended in the event of hostile 
air setion, 
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Memo for Goumending General, Tele APo 925, 27 Mar 51, Subjects: 
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knemy . 


G. That a copy of thig hnanorandun be furnished Commanding 
General, Fifth air Foree and Consnnding Geneveal, 315th dir Divigion (cc). 


29 March 1951 


CHARLES Y, BANTLLL. 
Brigadiexs General, USal 


Deputy for Intelligence 


gus Es 


1. 


2. 


Approved. 


Prepare e momorandunm for my signature, covering the 
date in this momo, to the Commander-in-Chief, Far 

Fast, with coples marked for the Commanding General 
Fifth Air Forces, and the ns ee fen 


Aiy Division. 


GEORGE E. STRATEMEYER 
Lieutenant General, U. 3. Air Forde 


Command ing 


Far East Air Porags 
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